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00:07 
I: Did you lose any buddies that day? 


JM: Fortunately, no. Our ship was only machine gunned, and the only casualty 
we had was our 5 inch gun had it's fire mechanism struck and temporarily out of 
commission till we could repair it, put it back in action. But we had no injuries 
aboard the ship, no wounds, no...we come out solid. 


00:44 
I; Have you been back to the memorial? 


JM: Several times. The very first time, it was standing in line on the pier, no 
shelters, in the bright hot sun, roasting, into a motor launch over to the 
memorial, goose bumps about an inch high, disbelief in the number of names on 
the wall, and realizing there's 30 sets of brothers, a set of father and son, a set of 
3 brothers. That's about it. Very, very emotional. I've been back to her 2, 3 
times, and it still raises goose bumps a little bit, but the thoughts of the men 
there, plus the fact that any survivor off the Arizona has the privilege of being 
laid to rest there, in the tomb. So that's. 


03:03 
I: John, when you're out there on that, standing over that battleship, what 
thoughts are going through your mind? 


JM: Just the horror...the horror of it is about all I can think of at the moment 
Pause 


03:43 

JM: Well, the biggest thing that, in my mind, is they never had a chance to fight. 
Ah, dear, I don't know why I'm getting this...but there's a difference in being 
wasted like that and having a chance to fight and have some say in the battle. 


04:49 
I: There's a lot of people that go out there every year. 


JM: Oh yes. I look forward to going out, I've been out many times as I said. 
Well, our chapter formed, in our organization, formed in 1958, and usually ona 5 
year period we all go out, or as many as care to, and it's a time to remember and 


honor, honor the fellas. 


05:29 

I: So those people who go out there who aren't survivors, some, well most, 
weren't even born when this happened. What would you say to them as someone 
who was there that day? What would you want them to take away from that ship 
at rest out there? 


JM: The realization that our armed forces are there for the protection and the 
keeping of our government as it is and living a precious and privileged lives that 
we have. 


06:25 
I: What's your clearest memory of that day, December 7, 1941? 


JM: What's the? 

I: What's your most vivid memory of that day? 

JM: The Arizona in blaze and smoke. That's about the most vivid. 
I: What's the lesson of those lives lost for us today? 


JM: Well, just back to normal operations and realize that liberty is cancelled, 
Marshal Law has been initiated. Anybody outside after sundown, fire first and 
ask questions later, and just standby and be prepared for the next step. 


07:58 
I: Were you part of the salvage operation to get the fleet afloat? 


JM: No. Our part was to get the ammunition offloaded and proceed in our 
assignments. We offloaded all of the ammunitions, and we were sent around to 
the Honolulu docks, and we loaded our ship with pineapple and pineapple 
products, and we sailed back to Alameda Air Station in California, north, and got 
there Christmas Eve. And my buddy who was a baker, he says, ‘let's go to 
church.' We got in at about 8 o'clock at night, and he comes to me, he was a 
baker, I was a cook, he says, ‘let's go over and find a church, we'll go to midnight 
mass.' Well, I'm Protestant, but, being as he wanted to go to church, I says, 'T'll 
go with you.' So, we went ashore and found a church, went to midnight mass. 
Next day I went on liberty, and an elderly lady rushed up to me, grabbed me, 
gave me a big hug, and said, 'G-d bless you, young man.' And I have been, I've 
been blessed. Blessed with a wife, child, two grandchildren, two great- 
grandchildren. So there I am. 


10:04 
I: What's the lesson of Pearl Harbor for us today? 


JM: Pardon? 


I: What's the lesson of Pearl Harbor for us? 


JM: Keep America alert. We were asleep that day. We had indications, and they 
weren't acted on, and we just dropped the ball. America should take a good 
lesson from that and keep alert and be ready. 


11:02 
I: John, is there anything I haven't asked you about that day that's important, 
that you want to share? 


JM: No, I can't really think of anything that you've overlooked as far as what I've 
seen and everything. Oh, there's one factor that might be of interest. After the 
attack, you were restricted from writing for about 2, 3 weeks or whatever, and 
they came around and they had a postcard that we can only mark. It was a 
choice of sentences, and you could choose the sentence that you wanted and 
mail to who you wanted to mail it. It was a tough decision for me. My parents 
were separated, and who should get the postcard? I finally decided to send it to 
my father, that all it could say was I'm alright. So, until the restrictions were 
lifted, that was the only news my family had. 


13:17 
I: When you finally did contact them after restrictions 


JM: Pardon? 
I; When you finally did contact them after restrictions- 


JM: Well, actually, I wrote about 3 letters, 4 letters, well, probably 2 when you 
get down to it, I only had my mother and father to consider at that time. So, I 
finally let them know I was alright. 


14:03 
I: How had, how do you think surviving Pearl Harbor has affected you, changed 
you in any way? 


JM: I don't know if it did anything to me, other than what I would normally be 
today. I always, my plans as I remember growing up, was to own a home and 
have a family. I own a home, I have a family. Well, the Navy provided me that 
opportunity with my service. 


15:09 
I: What happened to your friends in the mess hall there, did they survive the 
war? 


JM: The baker, well yes, he survived the war. Fact is, he passed away about 5 
months ago now, 6 months ago. We've been in contact all those years. Well, I'm 
in contact with about 7 of my hometown fellows that was born with me, and I'm 


in contact with friends I made while I was in the Navy, and those that I served 
with...well, there was one fella, he came in the galley to work as a cook, and he 
got transferred to the carrier because he had worked at Kodak in Rochester, 
New York, in the photography business, so they transferred him to a carrier, and 
he was the photographer aboard the carrier, and there's a picture of a plane 
landing on the carrier and crashing into the island, the part of the, they call it 
the island, and he happened to be in the hatch, we call a door a hatch in the 
Navy, he was in that opening, and he took that picture, and was killed taking it. 
And, in of my logs I have a letter that he had written me, and when he had left 
the ship, I hadn't made a rating as yet, and in his letter he come back, ‘ship's 
cook 3rd class, if not, why not?' So, I have that, the fella I went to midnight mess 
with he ended up in Donna, Texas and as his (18:00) life was failing he came to 
live with his daughter in Tucson. And I got my grandson and uh, I asked him if he 
would drive with me to Tucson to visit him, so my grandson said yes. So we made 
preparations to go to Texas to, to Tucson rather, to see him and he passed away 
before we made the trip, so I miss seeing him. The high school buddy that got me 
into the reserves I see him every time I go back to Rochester, New York and he 
has a twin brother that was also in the reserves and on in Solis. The storekeeper 
who was high school friend also, he’s in serious condition today (19:00) uh, in 
health ... uh. There’s a couple of other fellas that uh, I know that they’re half 
way, about as well as I am. And a real good friend of mine that uh, one time I was 
to marry the girl that uh, well my mother wanted me to marry the girl that uh he 
married, so I’m uh, very good friendships with him and her. And, there’s another 
fella that I worked with in a folding box company, he lives across the street from 
my nephew back there, when I go back to Rochester. I see five, probably six 
(20:00) or seven of my Rochester patriots when I go home to visit, which I go 
every two years. So, I keep up pretty well with some of my fella mates. 


20:18 
CD: Sounds like it. I hope you go back to Rochester in the summer and not the 
winter. 


JM: Well, that’s another story, my mother’s birthday was August so I always went 
back in August so I could celebrate. But now, she and my sister both gone so now 
I just uh, well I just went back 3 weeks ago. One of my great nieces graduating 
from high school and she sent me an invitation for her luau that she was having. 
(21:00) And she was hopin’ that I would make it, so I made it. My uh, I have uh, 
two nephews who are married and each of them have a boy and a girl for great 
grand nieces and great grand nephews and they’re after me all the time to come 
home and visit, so I do. 


21:28 
CD: Glad to hear that John. John thank you so much for your time today. 
Appreciate you sharing your story. 


JM: Well, I’m sorry I’m so emotional today, I’m not usually this way, but its just 
striking me wrong. Thank you. 


CD: I can tell you still feel that and live with that a lot. 


JM: Well uh, (22:00) we have a speaker’s bureau and I go to schools talking but 
I’m not, nothing like this, this is horrible. But I, I speak well at the schools, tellin’ 
the stories and uh, our group has reached 85,000 to date. 


CD: That’s amazing. 


JM: And we still, we’re still active. I’ll have to tell you one episode of that. I’m 
not a speak ordinarily, in high school you couldn’t get me on stage or whatever to 
speak. Well we had the speaker’s bureau (23:00) and uh, I got curious, so the 
fella that our chairman, he was going to go to a school so this one time I said, I 
wanna go with you, just be a spectator, so we went to school and he made his 
presentation and he started taking questions. Suddenly he said, I’m going to turn 
the questions over to Mr. Morrill, let him answer. And I went, what are you 
talking about, well anyway in the mean time, in a class room as he was taking 
questions there’s a little girl in the back row way back there waving her hand 
like mad and I’m up in there, be patient, be patient, well he turned it over and I 
called on that young lady she said, are you married? (24:00) (laughs) I could 
have dropped through the floor. (laughs continue) That was uh, but I uh, I really 
enjoy going to school and all, he uh, I feel, uh, its worthy the kids come in and 
you give the presentation and the bell rings for the next class and they don’t 
want to leave. They wanna, they stay there and question till the last second when 
they can dash out to their next class. So I feel that uh, we’re doing some good. If 
you can capture an audience like that have ‘em staying behind (25:00) ... talk to 
ya, you doing ok. 


25:07 
CD: Well we hope to spread this story around a little further too, so I think we’re 
all trying to do the same thing. 


JM: Well, we’re very active and uh, area. They’ve cut down quite a bit we use to, 
we were in at least 11 parades a year, 11 parades. But now, Santi is quit, La 
Mesa put a requirement on there that we didn’t like so we quit that one, uh, 
we’ve picked up Flag Day in La Mesa. And the one in uh, Coronado is the best 
one in the country, it is (26:00) solid people from block to block and you can’t 
ask for more than that. And uh, the other parades they’re, they’re worthy in 
that, well we quit Imperial Beach to because that uh, the attendance wasn’t 
there, they didn’t support it, the area and uh, Oklahoma also eliminated for the 
same reason, nobody was interested to attend and watch parades. So, we, we’re 
down to about six parades a year now. But in the mean time we'’re also don’t do 
to much walking, we uh, uh ... (27:00) there I am again, convertibles, the 
convertible association volunteers cars for us to ride in, so we ride mostly in our 
parades now, except our banner carrier, I was on one end of it until this pass 
year, we were the only ones walking. But I can’t walk, my last operation put me 
out of walking, so... 


27:33 


CD: John thank you so much. 
JM: Well, I’m sorry about the emotion here I don’t know why I have it today. 


CD: We’re not quite done with you. And I hope the reason you said it was 
horrible wasn’t because of us. 


JM: Oh, no, no, no I, I’m criticizing (28:00) myself. 
CD: You did a great job. So what we are going to do is called room tone. 


28:30 
Room tone + portraits 


31:48 
End. 


